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The SAARC regional expert consultation meeting on “Harmonizing the guidelines and polices 

for enhancing regional trade of livestock and its products in SAARC region” was held on 27th 

and 28th July, 2021 on virtual platform. The meeting was organized by the SAARC Agriculture 

Centre, Dhaka. The Programme was conceptualized, coordinated and executed by Dr. Ashis 

Kumar Samanta, Senior Programme Specialist - Livestock, SAARC Agriculture Centre, 

Dhaka.  The primary objectives of the expert consultation meeting include: (i) To analyze the 

current challenges and opportunities for trade of livestock and livestock products among 

SAARC Member States; and (ii) To harmonize the standards and guidelines for trading of 

livestock or its products. Albeit, nomination was received from seven Member States, 

nevertheless, the meeting was attended by the focal experts of five SAARC Member States, 

namely Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, and Sri Lanka in addition to international experts 

from International Food Policy Research Institute - South Asia. The list of participants of the 

above virtual expert consultation meeting includes livestock entrepreneurs, and professionals 

of SAARC Agriculture Centre. Around 32 personnel attended the meeting on the virtual 

platform. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dr. Ashis Kumar Samanta, Programme coordinator welcomed the participants and briefed 

about the objectives of the expert consultation meeting. This was followed by the address of 

Dr. Tashi Samdup, the Director General, Bhutan Agriculture & Food Regulatory Authority, 

Ministry of Agriculture & Forests, Royal Government of Bhutan and “Special Guest” of 

inaugural ceremony. He underscored the importance of livestock towards safe food production 

and livelihood support and urged the focal experts for decisive strategies to boost the regional 

trades of livestock or its products. Dr. S.M. Bokhtiar, the Executive Chairman, Bangladesh 

Agricultural Research Council and “Special Guest” of inaugural session opined that the 

livestock is the key contributor in the growth engine of rural economy of South Asian region 

and is strategically important to the region’s food and nutritional security and economic 



prosperity. He added that the changing lifestyle coupled with enhanced per capita income will 

lead to higher consumption of animal origin foods: milk, meat or eggs or their products. In this 

respect, some of the Member States are surplus and some are deficit. Still, regional trade for 

livestock or its products stands at lower level. He urged the focal experts to relook over the 

policies and guidelines in order to boosting the regional trades. 
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Mr. S. M. Rezaul Karim, Member of Parliament, the honorable Minister, Ministry of Fisheries 

and Livestock, Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh graced the occasion as the 

“Chief Guest” and conveyed his greetings to SAARC Agriculture Centre for undertaking multi-

pronged activities on different sectors including the livestock. He expressed his satisfaction 

because the SAARC Agriculture Centre is vigorously implementing the need-based program 

like training and consultation meeting in virtually and interactively to achieve the common goal 

of the region in order to improve the living standard of farmers through dissemination of 

agricultural technologies. He appreciated the efforts of SAARC Agriculture Centre for 

executing numerous programs for the benefits of the Member States keeping in mind the 

emerging challenges faced by the agriculture and allied sectors. He lauded the SAARC 

Agriculture Centre for executing the highly ambitious activities by offering SAARC 

Agriculture PhD Scholarship to nurture the talents of Member States on emerging challenges 

of South Asian agriculture. He wished for continuation of such great activities in coming years 

for further strengthening the regional cooperation and development in the field of agriculture 

and allied sectors. The honorable minister opined that few SAARC Member States are surplus 

in few livestock products, whereas, other Member States are deficit. Therefore, guidelines and 

policies on livestock or its products trade needs to be relooked and harmonized not only to pass 

the benefits to the livestock producers, but also to pass on the benefits to the ultimate consumers 

through supply of safe and healthy food at reasonable price. 

 

Finally, the chairman of the inaugural session, Dr. Md. Baktear Hossain, the Director of 

SAARC Agriculture Centre, informed the house that SAARC Agriculture Centre will leave no 

stone unturned for addressing the challenges of South Asian agriculture, including livestock 

sector. He informed the participants that livestock has a rich history in South Asia, among all 

SAARC Member States. The SAC perceives livestock programs as one of the flagship 

activities of the Centre as it supports livelihood of millions of regional people belonging to 

small and marginal category, indigenous group, women: the most underprivileged class of the 

society. He wished for successful discussion and analysis on the subject during the technical 

session 

 

 



 

 

 

During the two days expert consultation meeting, national focal experts shared their country 

status on “Harmonizing the guidelines and polices for enhancing regional trade of livestock 

and its products in SAARC region” encompassing current status of livestock population, 

availability of livestock products such as milk, meat, egg or other value added products, 

roadmap to reduce the gap between demand and supply,  standards followed for import or 

export, policy requirement to facilitate the regional trades etc. The first technical session was 

chaired by Dr. Nathuram Sarker, former Director General, Bangladesh Livestock Research 

Institute. During the first technical session, country status paper of Bangladesh, Bhutan and 

India were presented by the respective focal point experts. In depth discussion was made 

following all three presentations. In the second technical session, focal experts from Nepal and 

Sri Lanka presented the country status paper. Following presentation, question answer session 

began and the respective focal experts clarified the queries of the participants. 

 

International expert, Dr. Anjani Kumar, International Food Policy Research Institute – South 

Asia, New Delhi delivered the lecture on “Challenges and opportunities for boosting trade of 

livestock and its products in South Asia”. The third technical session was chaired by Dr. Md.  

Aminul Islam, Professor & Head, Department of Dairy & Poultry Science, Bangabandhu 

Sheikh Mujibar Rahman Agricultural University, Gazipur, Bangladesh.  

 

This was followed by the formulation of strategies and recommendations on the subject. The 

recommendations emanated from the consultation meeting were as follows: 

 

1. Create awareness about sanitary & phytosanitary standards for livestock products 

among stakeholders including producers, traders and exporters;  

2. Develop and share good management practices for livestock production, marketing, 

processing and exports among Member States; 

3. Evolve SAARC standards to facilitate regional trade in livestock products; 

4. Control and management of transboundary animal diseases (TADs) and emerging 

pathogens through strengthening epidemiological studies and collaboration among 

regional disease diagnostic laboratories; 

5. Sharing of advanced technological information on livestock rearing or product 

processing among Member States; 

6. Strengthening sector-specific infrastructure including cold chain, last mile connectivity, 

traceability laboratory, quality control laboratory, and need-based fast track trade 

facilitation; 

7. Initiative towards paperless cross border trade for livestock or their products; 



8. Simplified protocol for the trade of certified germplasm: breed of cattle/ buffalo/ 

poultry/ sheep/ goat among the Member States;  

9. Develop harmonized systems of certification for promoting regional trade of livestock 

or its products; 

10. Develop a matrix of trade flow and trade policies of the SAARC countries to facilitate 

harmonization of regional trade in livestock or its products.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


